Prosthetic rehabilitation of the head and neck: the state of the art.
Cancer of the head and neck area is common worldwide. Rehabilitation of cancer patients can be done using a surgical and/or a prosthetic approach. This review presents the current trends in prosthetic rehabilitation of the head and neck area. The literature is abundant with case reports describing prosthetic new techniques to rehabilitate patients with cancer of the head and neck area. However, limited evidence-based research exists on these techniques or on the science of materials used in prosthetic rehabilitation of patients with head and neck cancer. The goals of the prosthetic rehabilitation of patients with head and neck cancer are management of speech and swallowing function, and the restoration of the original esthetics and functions of the bone and soft tissues. These goals remain a challenge. Dental implants are increasingly implemented to help in the prosthetic rehabilitation of patients with head and neck cancer.